AN UNKNOWN LECTURE  OF FREUD*S

lecture given by Professor Freud in November

The following is an attempt to reconstruct that
lecture, which Freud gave twenty -six years ago. I
have referred to my own memory as well as to the
published essay. Naturally, I cannot claim to have
faithfully reproduced the exact wording of the
lecture, but I believe I have been faithfol to the
spirit. In many passages I feel sure that Freud's
very words have been preserved.
For the sake of unity and continuity I have
interpolated my supplementary remarks into the
text of the lecture, inserting my name to indicate
the origin of these remarks. By putting them in
their appropriate place I believe I have rounded out
the analysis as Freud would have done. He had
himself made some small stylistic changes in my
original essay and added the final sentence as it
appears here. The following is therefore a recon-
struction of the original lecture:
A CASE OF SUDDEN CONVICTION
Ladies and Gentlemen: At our last meeting we
considered all sorts of puzzling minor matters
that admit of analytic interpretation. Doubtless
any one of you might furnish similar incidents from
his own experience. At one time or another all of
us have been nonplussed by a peculiar combination
of circumstances and have vainly sought to explain
apparently supernatural happenings. These events
usually bear little relationship to vital decisions or
crises in our lives. Rather, they crop up into the
routine of daily life, as if to point out to us that
everyday events are not necessarily commonplace.